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Dear Jack, 
 
I am writing in response to your letter regarding Petition P-06-1270 Make October 21st an 
official Memorial Day for those killed and affected by the Aberfan Disaster. 
 
Every year, on 21 October, we remember the 116 children and 28 adults killed at Pantglas 
School and neighbouring homes on 21 October 1966. The memory of this day will continue 
to live with us all in Wales. The Welsh Government has provided financial support to the 
Aberfan Memorial Charity to help with the maintenance of the memorial gardens and  the 
Aberfan Education Charity  for school projects in Aberfan and Merthyr Vale. 
 
Unfortunately, we do not have the powers to designate national days – this rests with the 
UK Government. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
MARK DRAKEFORD 
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